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MINISTERIAL EDUCATION FUND

of

The United Methodist Church
POLICIES

The general policies stated below refer only to the amount of money (25%) retained from our local churches for the Ministerial Education Fund (MEF). This money is used for the education and preparation of our own clergy and diaconal ministers.
ELIGIBILITY

1.   Aid may be granted to students during their junior and senior years in undergraduate school, and in each of their seminary years while working on the basic degree for ordination or consecration.

2.   Aid may not be extended to graduate students in Ph.D., D. Min., Th. M. or other degrees beyond the basic degree.

3.   Students must be enrolled as “full-time” students. Full-time means twelve (12) hours minimum in undergraduate school, and nine (9) hours minimum in seminary per semester. Exceptions related to certified medical disabilities will be considered.

4.   Students must maintain an overall “C” average throughout their academic career.

5.   Students must be intending to become ordained ministers in full connection with the North Carolina Annual Conference.

6.  This fund is intended to provide financial assistance for a student, and NOT to be viewed as a salary supplement.

8.   If the student is under The Book of Discipline 2004 or later, the applicant must be a declared candidate for licensed and ordained ministry and a certified candidate within eighteen (18) months.

APPLICATION for GRANT

1.   Application forms are available from the Office of Ministerial Relations and online: 

www.nccumc.org; Offices, Ministerial Relations, Downloads
2.  Applications forms must be filled out in their entirety. Directions should be carefully followed. Failure to do so may result in a student’s not receiving the requested aid, or it may delay the procedures for making the grant causing missed enrollment deadlines, etc.

3.   All applications must be received in the Office of Ministerial Relations, PO Box 1970, Garner, NC 27529 on or before the announced deadline. Late applications will not be considered until the following semester except for the gravest issues which must be documented.

PROCESS for MAKING GRANTS

1.   The amount of grants from this source will be determined by the availability of funds.

2.   Aid shall be granted on a semester quarter basis.

3.   If a student requests less that the grant allowed, and as a matter of integrity thinks that he/she can manage without the maximum assistance, the lesser amount will be granted.

INTERVIEWS BEFORE the 

MEF COMMITTEE
1.   Interviews shall be conducted by the Ministerial Education Fund Committee for all FIRST-TIME applicants.

2.   Previous recipients of grants DO NOT meet with the Committee unless it is deemed necessary that they do so.

TRANSFER into the 

N.C. CONFERENCE

Persons transferring into the North Carolina Annual Conference may NOT transfer Ministerial Education Fund obligations.

QUESTIONS?  Please contact The Office of Ministerial Relations @ 800-849-4433.
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