Rocky Mount District Lay Speaking Ministries

Dr. Karl H. Rech, Director - 1007 Ensworth Road NW - Wilson, NC 27896 

(252) 234-0472/236-5490 – khrech@nc.rr.com

[image: image1.png]



Dear Pastors and Interested Lay Persons:






July 2008


In view of ongoing discussions regarding Initial/Renewal Recommendation for Certification (Local or Advanced) and Annual Renewal Reports please review the following:

Two very important documents have been placed on the RM District Lay Speaking Page on the District Website so that you will all have access to these forms to complete these two processes.


 (1) What is the required approval for a member of your church to attend Lay Speaker training?  While some may be confused about this, here is the definitive answer: the approval is from the Pastor and either the Charge Conference or Administrative Council/Board of your church.  Typically this is done at your Administrative Council/Board and then approved at your local Charge Conference.

 (2) What is the procedure following approval for a NEW Lay Speaker? The Lay person MUST attend a Basic Lay Speaker course and when it is completed will be known as a Local Lay Speaker – this means they can preach/lead in their LOCAL (Home) church only.


 (3) After completion of the Basic Lay Speaker course and becoming a Local Lay Speaker – what is next? The Local Lay Speaker should become active (if not already) in the Lay Leadership of their local church and when they have been approved (as noted above) they can attend an Advanced Lay Speaker Course and thus become a Certified Lay Speaker – who is then called to preach and lead not only in their local church but, as called, in other churches throughout the Rocky Mount District.

(4) Then what? ALL Lay Speakers, Local and certified, are REQUIRED to file an Annual Report at their Local Charge Conference. This form MUST be completed and submitted to the District Superintendant as part of the Church’s report forms. This form MUST be signed by the Lay Speaker, your Pastor and the Administrative Council/Board Chairman and will serve as the request for continuing as either a Local Lay Speaker or as a Certified Lay Speaker.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the Lay Speaking Ministries in the Rocky Mount District.

Yours in service to a Resurrected and Risen savior,
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    Karl H. Rech

